
The following information from the Canadian Building Trades relates to Bill C-4, the 
legislation that repeals Bill C-377. 
  
C4 Update 

  
Prepared by: Christopher Smillie Senior Advisor, Government Relations and Public 
Affairs 

  
This is what we said in July. 
  

C‐4 

  
The Bill will head to the Senate of Canada once it passes the House of Commons in 
early fall 2016 – this 

is the legislation which repeals C-377. Expect turbulence in the Senate surrounding this 
Bill. Stay tuned 

for the continuing CBTU campaign on this file. Please visit www.workersbuildcanada.ca 

  
This is what is happening 

  
C-4 passed the House of Commons late in the Day October 19, 2016 by a large margin 
205 to 79. The 

Liberals and the Conservatives reached an agreement to end debate and hold a final 
vote on the Bill. 
The Bill now moves to the Senate of Canada and goes through three Readings and a 
similar committee 

process to that of the House of Commons. 
  
It is important to remember this is a piece of Government legislation, not a Private 
Member’s Bill and 

the Liberals are highly motivated to pass this legislation. Government Business has 
priority over other 
Senate business by convention and is determined by the Representative of the 
Government . 
  
Current business in front of the Senate includes: C-6 and C-13, 19 Senate Private 
Members Bills and a 

number of important motions which determine the functionality of the Senate. The 
ongoing debate in 

the Senate about the independent future of the structure could have an impact on the 
passing of Bill C- 
4. 
  
The Government has a representative in the Senate, named Peter Harder. He was 
appointed by the 

http://www.workersbuildcanada.ca/


Prime Minister to represent the Government’s interest in the Senate which includes 
moving 

Government Bills through the process. Hon. Harder has a difficult job as the 21 Liberal 
Party affiliated 

Senators do not answer to the Government of the day nor do the Non-Affiliated 
Senators, nor do the 

Conservative Senators. The Non-affiliated Senators do not vote as a block nor do they 
have a leadership 

per se. 
  
The current Senate is not the Senate of old: 
  
Standings in the Senate 

  
Conservative Party 40 

  
Non-affiliated 23 

  
Liberal Party 21 

  
Vacant seats 21 

  
TOTAL 105 

  
It is largely expected the Prime Minister will announce new Senators in early 2017. This 
will mean there 

will be more Independent Senators than any other group and makes our campaign even 
more delicate 

and important. These new Senators will not answer to the Prime Minister of any other 
group in the 

Senate. 
  
So what is next? 

  
1. www.workersbuildcanada.ca is retooled and ready. Please visit and register. Please 
encourage 

your membership to register. Our campaign is forthcoming. 
  
2. The Bill proceeds through three readings and a committee process in the Senate – 
CBTU will be 

monitoring the Bills progress and setting a critical path based on the tone in the Senate. 
It is 

unknown what kind timeline or debate will take place. The recent changes to the Senate 
make 

this a less certain approach. 
  

http://www.workersbuildcanada.ca/


3. CBTU will participate in and monitor the committee process in the Senate. It is 
unclear which 

Standing Committee in the Senate will review the legislation. It seems like the Standing 

Committee processes are not functioning in a normal fashion due to changes in 
standing and 

procedure uncertainly. Many of the motions currently before the Senate deal with the 

functioning of the Senate. 
 


